Light & Darkness
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Genesis 1:3-4
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.
4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from

the darkness.

John 1:4-5

4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men.

5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not

understood it.
John 3:19
19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved

darkness instead of light because their deeds were euvil.
Acts 26:17b-18
17b 1 am sending you to them

18 to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from
the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of
sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.



Col 2:13-15
13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of

your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all
our sins,

14 having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was
against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to
the cross.

15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a
public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

Col 1:13
13 For he has rescued us form the dominion of darkness and brought

us into the kingdom: of the Son he loves, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.



1. Jesus is the Light of the world —
Believe in Him, Follow Him

2. Christians are the light of the world
— Shine for Him

3. When darkness surrounds you — Let
the Light in, Trust Him



Jesus is the Light of the world

John 12:46
46 | have come into the world as a light, so that no

one who believes in me should stay in darkness.

John 8:12

12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said,
“l am the light of the world. Whoever follows me
will never walk in darkness, but will have the light

of life.”



The light of Christ shines in
order to save and not to
condemn.
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Jesus is the Light of the world

John 3:19-21

19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the
world, but men loved darkness instead of light
because their deeds were evil.

20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will
not come into the light for fear that his deeds will
be exposed.

21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the
light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he
has done has been done through God.



Jesus is the Light of the world

John 12:35, 46

35 Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the
light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the
light, before darkness overtakes you. The man who
walks in the dark does not know where he is going.

46 | have come into the world as a light, so that no one
who believes in me should stay in darkness.

John 8:12

12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “l am
the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”



Darkness cannot overtake the
light. Darkness overtakes us
when us stop walking in the
light, when we stop following

Christ.
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Jesus is the Light of the world

How can we follow Him better?

- Read your Bible, Pray everyday

» Participate in the PMC Bible Marathon,
Preachers’ Journal

« Consider Baptism & Membership class
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- Join a Life Group (L E—
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« Find an area of service to God T the Real World
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1. Jesus is the Light of the world —
Believe in Him, Follow Him

2. Christians are the light of the world
— Shine for Him



You are the light of the world

John 12:36
36 Put your trust in the light while you have it, so
that you may become sons of light.” When he had

finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from
them.

2 Cor 5:20

20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though
God were making his appeal through us. We implore
you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.



The light of Christ-followers
shines in order to point

people to the Light of the

World.
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You are the light of the world

Matthew 5:14-16

14 You are the light of the world. A city on a hili
cannot be hidden.

15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives
light to everyone in the house.

16 In the same way, let your light shine before men,
that they may see your good deeds and praise your
Father in heaven.



You are the light of the world

How can we be the light the world?

o The Giving Methodist

 Invite a friend to the Alpha Course
« Sign up as a COSC volunteer

« Offer a meal to someone in need

o . 2
- Be sensitive to God-given (L —
o Living 0ub|God'sj\Word
opportunities inf the Real World
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God-given opportunities to
be the light to someone are
often overlooked in a busy,

fast-paced schedule.
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1. Jesus is the Light of the world —
Believe in Him, Follow Him

2. Christians are the light of the world
— Shine for Him

3. When darkness surrounds you — Let
the Light in, Trust Him



When darkness surrounds you...

Psalm 23:4

4 Even though | walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, | will fear no euvil, for
you are with me; your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.



God never promised that you

would never go through the

valley. He promised that you
would never have to go

through the valley alone.
Ll§%!

LV gOtGd Wd

njthe Real World™s



When darkness surrounds you...

1. Let the Light of Christ shine in

2. Let the light of Christian

community shine in
: £
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1. Jesus is the Light of the world —
Believe in Him, Follow Him

2. Christians are the light of the world
— Shine for Him

3. When darkness surrounds you — Let
the Light in, Trust Him



Rev:21:4

4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be
no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the
old order of things has passed away.

Rev 22:5

5 There will be no more night. They will not need the
light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God
will give them light. And they will reign for ever and

ever.



