
“I don’t work”

Gen. 2:8, 15-18



Who is not working?

a. Student

b. Housewife

c. Retiree

d. In between jobs

e. Incapacitated (e.g. due to sickness/ injury)



“Work” (Oxford Dictionary)

Activity involving mental or physical effort 

done in order to achieve a result.



God created man in His own image, in 

the image of God He created him; male 

and female He created them.  

God blessed them; and God said to 

them, “ Be fruitful and multiply …”  

Gen 1:27-28



“Work” (Oxford Dictionary)

Activity involving mental or physical effort 

done in order to achieve a result.

“Work” (Oxford Dictionary + Bible)

Activity involving mental or physical effort 

done in order to produce a blessing.



Defining Workplace

“The Lord God planted a garden 

eastward in Eden, and there He put the 

man whom He had formed.”  Gen 2:8



Defining Workplace

“The Lord God planted a garden 

eastward in Eden, and there He put the 

man whom He had formed.”  Gen 2:8

Workplace =

• A gift from God

• Place where - blessing is produced

- we spend most of our waking hrs



Defining Workplace
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eastward in Eden, and there He put the 

man whom He had formed.”  Gen 2:8
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Defining Workplace

“The Lord God planted a garden 

eastward in Eden, and there He put the 

man whom He had formed.”  Gen 2:8

WHERE?
Wherever God has planted 
us until He replants us 
somewhere else!!
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“Then the Lord God took the man and put 

him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it 

and keep it.”  Gen 2:15  (NASB)



Defining Work

“Then the Lord God took the man and put 

him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it 

and keep it.”  Gen 2:15  (NASB)

Work = Cultivate & Keep (take care of)

Till & Guard

Serve & Steward



Defining Work

“Then the Lord God took the man and put him 

into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep 

it. The Lord God commanded the man, saying, 

“From any tree of the garden you may eat 

freely”  Gen 2:15-16



Defining Work

“Then the Lord God took the man and put him 

into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep 

it. The Lord God commanded the man, saying, 

“From any tree of the garden you may eat 

freely”  Gen 2:15-16

Work = Serve & Steward 

(with what God has given us

in the first place)



“Work” (Oxford Dictionary + Bible)

Activity involving mental or physical effort 

done in order to produce a blessing.



Defining Work

WHAT?

“Then the Lord God took the man and put him 

into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep 

it. The Lord God commanded the man, saying, 

“From any tree of the garden you may eat 

freely”  Gen 2:15-16



Defining Work

WHAT?
To serve & bless, 

with the abilities & resources 

God has given us.

“Then the Lord God took the man and put him 

into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep 

it. The Lord God commanded the man, saying, 

“From any tree of the garden you may eat 

freely”  Gen 2:15-16



The Value & Meaning of Work

• Living out the God-nature in us 

(“On the 7th day God completed His work …” Gen 2:2)

• Revealing God’s glory

(“God created man in His image” Gen 1:27)



The Value & Meaning of Work

• Living out the God-nature in us 

(“On the 7th day God completed His work …” Gen 2:2)

• Revealing God’s glory
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• Enjoying God and His Blessings  

(“and He rested” Gen 2:2)
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• Living out the God-nature in us 

(“On the 7th day God completed His work …” Gen 2:2)

• Revealing God’s glory

(“God created man in His image” Gen 1:27)

• Enjoying God and His Blessings  

(“and He rested” Gen 2:2)

WHY? Worship & Witness

The Value & Meaning of Work



WORK

WHERE? The place God plants us

WHAT? – Serve and Bless

WHY? – Worship and Witness



WORK
WHERE? The place God plants us

WHAT? Serve and Bless

WHY? Worship and Witness

 the “non-worker”



Earners 
Keepers 
Helpers

Learners 

Then the Lord God took the man and put him 
into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep
it. … “It is not good for the man to be alone; I 
will make him a helper suitable for him.  Gen 
2:15 & 18

Who is not working?

a. Student

b. Housewife

c. Retiree

d. In between jobs

e. Incapacitated



WORK
WHERE? The place God plants us

WHAT? Serve and Bless

WHY? Worship and Witness

 the “non-worker”

 the low-significance worker 

 the minimal worker

 the hardworking but unhappy worker

 the self-serving worker

 the “no need to work anymore” worker

 ….



WORK

The place God plants us

Serve and Bless

Worship and Witness


